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Welcome to the Chase -  Perry, KS Tornado            May 2011  

dominating, and the radar images 
displayed a textbook downward 
pointing hook finger ï a tornado 
was developing!  As we drove to 
keep ahead of the storm, Johnny 
shouted ñSTOP! Itôs behind us.ò 
as dust and debris begun spin-
ning up to our rear.   I spun the 
car around and we saw the cha-
otic mess starting to organize and 
tighten up, no more than 100 
yards from us!   

We watched and studied as it 
came to life, passed by us and 
continued on to the east.   Like 
any good storm chaser, we jumped in the car and followed, driving di-
rectly through its debris path with all manner of garbage raining down on 
us ï literally.  We later found out it had hit a landfill!  

Before we knew it, the tornado was cut -off from its supply of warm air 
and the tempest subsided.  Good thing because we were driving on fumes 
and needed to refueléand rest up for the next chase!             

Written by: Jeff Shardell -  TVN Chase Team  

With a strong moist breeze blow-
ing from the south, we left TVNôs 
HQ around 6 a.m. driving a rented 
car that had an uncanny resem-
blance to a police cruiser.  With 
over 300 miles to drive before 
getting in to position for possible 
storm initiation, I was glad  we 
had the vehicle we did.  Aside from 
myself, in the car we had Reed 
Timmer, John ñTsunamiò Hallen 
(fellow storm chaser and surfer 
f r om CA)  and Aaron  Brod ie 
(CNN.com News Manager).  Oh, 
and I forgot to mention Johnôs 
Giant Schnauzer also tagged along 
for the ride.   Needless to say there 
was a noxious mix of odors inside 
the vehicle throughout the chase.   

After 5 hours of driving, we settled 
in at a Burger King in Ottawa, KS 
waiting for the days events to fire 
up.  While there, the local news 
crew were alerted of our presence 
and popped in for a quick inter-
view with Reed.  Simultaneously, a 
number of locals rolled through 
with the same general comment; 
ñshould I be worried since you 
guys are parked in my town?ò 

After a constant visual rally be-
tween updated satellite pictures, 
current Doppler radar and outside 
cloud observations, we had our 
storm!   It was developing on a 
warm front about 60 miles to our 
north.   The chase was on and we 
were off!   

Choosing to not take the freeway 

but smooth back-country roads, 
we were on the storm in about 45 
minutes.  This was going to be a 
challenge because, while it visually 
looked ominous, it was positioned 
in the cold air (and tornadic storms 
require warm air for their life -
blood).  We stopped a number of 
times and witnessed some impres-
sive ñgustnadoesò produced by the 
storm (straight -line winds typically 
produced within the out f low 
boundary of a system and not 
connected to the circulating base 
of the storm).   

Then we saw something amazing 
developing on radar.   Like a divine 
finger, this storm begun reaching 
out and pulling in the warm air ï it 
was REALLY trying to produce a 
tornado and just needed a little 
more warmth to do so!   The condi-
tions were right, our position was 

Perry, KS tornado on - radar (TVN location circled) & on the ground.  

2011 Chase Stats:  
Miles: 23,000+ 
States: 9 
Tornadoes: 34 
Intercepts: 2 
Video Views: 2,500,000+ 
 

Key Chases:  
Mapleton, IA - 4/9 
Jackson, MS - 4/15  
Bowling Green, MO - 4/19 
Ben Wheeler, TX - 4/26 
Central Alabama - 4/27 

Dominator 1 & Dominator 2. Leveraging past experiences, advanced 
physics, and recommendations from partners the ultimate SRV is born.  

What can we look forward to this Season?  

Two Dominators - Dominator 2 (D2) will be a bigger, stronger, faster  
version of the original Storm Research Vehicle (The Dominator)! Built from 
a 2011 GMC Yukon XL, D2 has been engineered and constructed to collect 
data and withstand punishment from the interior of the most powerful 
tornadoes in Tornado Alley (EF4+).  Dominator 1 will support the TVN D2 
team and will also patrol the tornadoôs outer circulation collecting an addi-
tional subset of data.  This combination of this meteorological data (vortex 
interior and exterior) will be the 1st step in creating a digital 3D image of 
the tornadoôs structure and the surrounding environmental factors fueling 
the storm.    

After TVN analyzes the data, this information will be published to various 
Science and Weather journals. Upon publishing, developers and field ex-
perts will have access to this information for further analysis and future  
research & development projects. This collaboration between science and 
industry will lead to the development and construction of safer homes and 
advanced warning systems.  
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www.youtube.com/watch?

v=jrkzBpeybkc  

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=MwL1Hy4A1TE  

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=vhKjv9GuARQ  
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